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Almlid (1981) and Shook (1989) underline the complexitiy of most
diseases. This might be one of the reasons for not finding obvious markers
for these economic important traits. The literature on possible marker
traits is quite extensive and far from all is included in this study. The
general picture given should, however, include most of the present know
ledge. It seems that challenge tests and the use of many possible markers
are a*dvocated if marker selection of young bulls is going to be important
in the future. The fact that bulls and cows might react different to such
tests is important to recognize. It is also important that challenges of
animals are acceptable both to the cattle breeders and to the consumers.
Animal welfare seems to be more and more important in the future.

Traditional progeny testing will be the most important selection tool
for many years to come. Marker selection can mainly assist in the step-wise
selection procedure so the "right bulls" are those that are progeny tested.

CONCLUSIONS

Selection of young sires can be improved relatively much in most
breeding populations. This can mainly be done by improving the structure of
the different breeding programmes and putting less restriction on possible
breeding animals.

The use of marker traits is so far limited in the selection work. The
new development in gene technology might, however, in the future give
interesting markers for selection. Still it seems that this will mainly be
a supplement to the present breeding programmes.
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